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Young Arab soccer players, Old City of Jerusalem
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Peace is not just words. 
Peace must come from the heart. 
Peace is when we stop viewing each other 
as enemies and rivals to be defeated, 
but as permanent neighbors 
with whom to live in harmony.

The Israeli-Palestinian Dialogue for Peace 
(Nablus-West Jerusalem Group)
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I’m not interested in
who suffered the most.
I’m interested in
people getting over it.
… 

A child’s poem says,
“I don’t like wars,
they end up with monuments.”
He’s painting a bird with wings
wide enough to cover two roofs at once.
…

There’s a place in my brain
where hate won’t grow.
I touch its riddle: wind, and seeds.
Something pokes us as we sleep.

It’s late but everything comes next.

Naomi Shihab Nye from JERUSALEM
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Young Jewish soldier 
near the 
Israel Museum
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Wildpeace

Not the peace of a cease-fire,
not even the vision of the wolf and the lamb,
but rather
as in the heart when the excitement is over
and you can talk only about a great weariness.
I know that I know how to kill,
that makes me an adult.
And my son plays with a toy gun that knows
how to open and close its eyes and say Mama.
A peace
without the big noise of beating swords into ploughshares,
without words, without
the thud of the heavy rubber stamp: let it be

light, floating, like lazy white foam.
A little rest for the wounds—
who speaks of healing?
(And the howl of the orphans is passed from one generation
to the next, as in a  relay race:
the baton never falls.)

Let it come
like wildflowers,
suddenly, because the field
must have it: wildpeace.

—Yehuda AmichaiI
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Kamal Bishara and Saul Rosen on Kibbutz Nahshon
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The documentary photographer Michael Jacobson-Hardy
is committed to social activism. He is not a bystander; he
takes a personal interest in the people he documents and
wants to help improve their lives. 

The Changing Landscape of Labor: American Workers 
and Workplaces (University of Massachusetts Press, 1996); 

Behind the Razor Wire: Portrait of a Contemporary 
American Prison System (New York University Press, 1998)
Factories, Schools, Prisons (Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 

Art Gallery, 1996)
Facing Education: Portraits of Holyoke School 

Children (Northampton, 1993).

Praise follows Michael’s books and exhibitions:
"Finely crafted images—artfully composed and scientifically
precise." —Miles Unger, Boston Globe
"It is the timelessness of the intense detail of almost arbi-
trary things—the twitch of complexity beyond our dream—
that powers these images." 

—Emmet Gowin, Visual Arts Program, Princeton University
"…was one of the most popular and well-attended exhibi-
tions in our twenty-year history. 

—Betsy Siersma, Director, University
Gallery,University of Massachusetts at Amherst

"The remarkable portraits Michael Jacobson-Hardy has
made inside prisons in Massachusetts represent visual 
evidence of invisible populations, invisible worlds..." 

—Angela Y. Davis, University of California at Santa Cruz
"…as in Walker Evans’s work, Jacobson-Hardy’s photographs
have a strong aesthetic component with striking composi-
tional geometry and handsome tonal modulations." 

—Ellen Lawrence, Director, Iris and B. Gerald
Cantor Art Gallery, College of the Holy Cross 

"A stirring, beautiful, and upsetting book, handled with 
dignified restraint and artistry." 

—Jonathan Kozol
"These stirring photographs are not just excellent por-
traits, but a portrait of the America that the power
elites don't want us seeing much less thinking about." 

—Jim Hightower, author and national radio commentator 

Jacobson-Hardy’s photographs are exhibited widely and
kept in many public and private collections: the Corcoran
Gallery of Art; Addison Gallery of American Art, Andover,
MA; Yale University Art Gallery; the Smith College Museum
of Art; and the Fogg Art Museum at Harvard University. 

In the Spirit of Peace is a book about the personal dimen-
sion of the daily lives of Israelis and Palestinians, both
working at sustaining normalcy and dignity in the midst of
upheaval and violence. It is a book about hope—the hope of
those who long for peace. Fear is the barrier to peace. 
By showing individuals—Jews, Muslims and Christians—
simply as people, often indistinguishable from each other,
Jacobson-Hardy promotes the idea of common humanity.

Photography is an international language, but words, by
their very nature, are culture bound. Jacobson-Hardy has
selected poems and interviews to accompany his art work.
The only way his message could be truly communicated was
by making this book entirely trilingual—English, Arabic
and Hebrew—reaching out to all involved and beyond.  

This ground-breaking book will be a vehicle for dialogue in
schools, colleges, houses of worship, language classes, in
halls of power, and in homes of compassionate citizens of all
nations.  While the book focuses on the Middle East focuses,
its vision of coexistence is a message that can be appreciated
by many all over the world.

A traveling exhibit is available, and a curriculum for
schools is planned. Together these tools—book, exhibit and
curriculum—will highlight the positive and help re-sensitize
us to our shared visions of peace, our common humanity,
and help us entertain the possibility of someday living and
working together.

In the Spirit of Peace by Michael Jacobson-Hardy
©2004 Michael Jacobson-Hardy
Uncorrected sample excerpt from Holmes & Meier
Publishers, Inc., New York & London
(212) 374-0100; email: mholmes@holmesandmeier.com
Publication date: winter 2005–6
Retail price (tentative): $25 hardcover 
Trim size: 10.5 X 9.75”, 128 pages
Photographs: 50 full page black & white
Finished book includes an annotated index of peace organi-
zations, an introduction by Michael Bavly and Forsan
Hussein of The Abraham Fund Initiatives and a preface by
the photographer/author. 
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